
Early Reading Workshop
A warm welcome from all of the Reception and Year 1 team!



What is Phonics

Phonics is a way of teaching children to read 
quickly and skillfully. 

They are taught how to recognise the sounds 
that each individual letter makes. 

How to identify the sounds that different 
combinations of letters make.

How to blend these sounds together from left 
to right to make a word.



Recognising Letters Make Sounds

 A phoneme is the individual speech sounds that make up a word.

 A grapheme is the letter(s) that represent the individual speech sounds.



Oral Blending

 Oral blending is one of the most important reading skills that there is! 

 Blending is the skill of pushing a group of individual sounds together to make a 

word. 

 For example:

s a t =  sat

 Children have to be able to verbally blend sounds together before they can 

blend written words together. 

 There are lots of simple, practical ways that you can practice blending with your 

children at home e.g. Simon says and for simple everyday tasks. 



Blending To Read Words

 Blending is when the children say the individual phonemes, stretch them 

and blend the phonemes together to say the whole word.

t i n =  tin
 Each grapheme has a sound button which we encourage the children to 

press as they read the word and then swipe a line underneath when 

blending.

s i t
 As children move into Phase 3 children will learn diagraphs(Two letters that 

make one sound) and trigraphs( Three letters that make  one sound)

b oa t       n igh t



Tricky Words

 What are tricky words and what can we do to help children to read them?

 Tricky words are words which can not be sounded out using our phonemes.

 These are words which are found in a large majority of the early reading that 
children will do. 

 They can include words such as:

 the to he she no go into

 As the children progress through their reading, the tricky words (now called 

common exception words) become more difficult and can include words 

such as:

 people, called, asked, could, their and abbreviation as such as Mr. and Mrs.


