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Mission Statement 

• We will create a happy, secure and stimulating learning environment in which all children 
can grow in confidence, develop their full potential and where academic excellence can be 
achieved. 

 

• We will provide a nurturing environment and value and recognise the uniqueness of every 
child. 

 

• We will equip the children with the resilience and perseverance to become creative and 
independent thinkers and to become learners for life. 

 

• We will provide engaging and varied learning activities across the full breadth of the 
National Curriculum and equip the children with a thorough understanding of the basic skills 
of English, Mathematics, Science and Computing. 

 

• We will challenge the children’s minds and bodies and give them a desire to learn and 
achieve. 

 

• We will promote British Values and ensure the children become caring, tolerant and 
respectful citizens within the school and wider communities. 

 

• We will prepare children well for the next steps in their lives by promoting self-discipline and 
the positive mindset which will allow them to aim high in all they do. 

 

• We will ensure children know how to keep themselves safe when using technology. 

 

RESPECT- RESILIENCE- RESPONSIBILITY 
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Our Values: 
 
At Larkholme Primary School, we have 3 core values that underpin everything we do. 
The 3 core values are: 
 

• Respect 

• Responsibility 

• Resilience 
 
Alongside our core values, we also promote the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law, 
individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs.  
 

Research: 
 

 

 

Our Rules: 

 

• Ready 

• Safe 

• Respectful 
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Admission arrangements    

  

Larkholme Primary School believes that the admissions criteria should not discriminate against pupils 

with SEND and has due regard for the practice advocated in the Code of Practice. Pupils with SEND will 

be admitted in line with Lancashire’s admissions policy. Preschool liaison with nursery schools allows 

SEND issues to be raised and pre-school induction allows parents to voice any concerns they may have 

with their child.    

 

1) What kinds of Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities does Larkholme Primary School 
make provision for?  
  

Larkholme Primary School has approximately 300 pupils on 
roll. The proportion of pupils with Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities (SEND) is broadly in line with the 
national average. At Larkholme Primary School, we make 
provision for children with SEND within each of the four 
categories identified in the 2014 SEND Code of Practice:   
  
Communication and Interaction   
We have a number of pupils who experience speech and 
language difficulties. Consequently, we have teachers and 
teaching assistants who support children with Speech and 
Language Difficulties in a 1-1 or small group setting. This 
may include pupils who find it difficult to understand 
what others are saying or have difficulties with fluency or 
forming sounds, words or sentences. We have a range of 
resources which are used to support children’s Speech 
and Language development and we work closely with a 
number of Speech and Language Therapists.   
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 Cognition and Learning   
At Larkholme Primary School, we are experienced in 
supporting children with Cognition and Learning 
difficulties through high quality teaching and effective 
differentiation. This includes children with Specific 
Learning Difficulties such as dyslexia (specific difficulties 
with reading or spelling), dyscalculia (specific difficulties 
with maths) or dyspraxia (specific difficulties with 
coordination). We also support children with moderate 
learning difficulties and children on the Autistic Spectrum. 
For example, we support children by breaking down 
activities into smaller, achievable chunks; providing 
appropriate resources including the use of technology or 
multi-sensory activities and through providing adult 
support where appropriate.   
  
Social, mental and Emotional Health   
For some children, difficulties in their social and emotional 
development can mean that they require additional or 
different provision. We support these children through 
pupil mentoring and social skills groups. We involve 
outside agencies such as CAMHS (Child and Adolescent 
Mental Health Service) if necessary.  In addition, we work 
closely with counsellors from outside agencies and are 
currently developing our provision for in-house play 
therapy. Each classroom has a regulation station to help 
children self-regulate and in September 2025 introduced 
‘The Calm Zone’ which supports children outside the 
classroom. 
  
Sensory and/or physical   

We work closely with outside agencies such as 
physiotherapy and occupational therapy to provide support 
for children in our school who have sensory or physical 
difficulties. Where necessary, we make adaptations to the 
curriculum or environment in order to make lessons and 
learning opportunities accessible to them. In 2024, 
Larkholme created it’s very own sensory room ‘The Starlight 
Room’ which a number of our children access on a daily and 
weekly basis to support their sensory needs. In 2025 our 
focus is on Sensory Circuits in both KS1 and 2 and there are 
dedicated areas to support children to have regular sensory 
breaks outside the classroom.  

2) How will Larkholme Primary School identify 
and assess my child’s Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities?   
  

At Larkholme Primary School, the attainment and progress 
of all children is carefully tracked and monitored 
throughout the school year by the class teachers.  
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 On a daily basis, teachers evaluate their lessons and 
consider whether individual children are making the 
expected progress within their lessons. Teachers regularly 
consult with the SENDCo for advice and support to ensure 
they are meeting the needs of children with SEND.  
  
If teachers have any concerns regarding a child in their class, 
they will discuss these concerns with parents and also with 
the SENDCo. In addition to universal Parent’s Evenings, 
parents of children with SEND are invited into school to 
review their child’s progress and discuss Pupil passport 
targets each term.  
  
Regular dialogue between teachers, teaching assistants and 
SENDCo take place. During these dialogues, pupils of 
concern are discussed and progress/provision of all children 
on the SEND register is discussed in detail in order to inform 
future provision and priorities. Where concerns have been 
raised, the child may be added to the SEND Register at the 
‘SEND support’ level so that their progress can be closely 
monitored and additional support can be put in place as 
necessary. Parents are always informed at this stage.  
 
Staff complete Provision Maps each term which acts as a 
monitoring tool for support and in-class intervention. These are 
reviewed and the effectiveness of any interventions are  
evaluated.  
  
The SENDCo liaises with the relevant outside agencies to 
discuss whether any further formal assessments need to be 
carried out in order to identify key areas to target.  and to 
evaluate the effectiveness of any interventions that are put 
into place.  
  

3) What is Larkholme Primary School’s approach 
to teaching children with SEND? How will 
Larkholme Primary School enable my child to be 
included in activities with other children 
including those without SEND?  

Larkholme Primary School prides itself on providing an 
inclusive learning environment where all children, including 
children with SEND are treated equally and have access to 
the full range of opportunities that we provide.  
For some activities, children at Larkholme Primary School 
are grouped according to ability but we also ensure that 
pupils are provided with  
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 the opportunity to work with children of all abilities within 
their class throughout the year. Teachers differentiate and 
adapt quality first teaching learning to meet a variety of 
different needs within the class and children are 
encouraged to reflect upon their own progress and are 
fully involved in the process of selecting learning that 
matches their own learning needs.  
 
Our approach is to tailor learning opportunities so that 
they are accessible to all the children through effective 
planning and differentiation of lessons. We aim to provide 
stimulating and exciting learning experiences that all 
children can access at their individual levels.  
 

The high expectations and aspirations that we have for all 
children in the school are extended to children with SEND. 
Children with SEND and disabilities are fully included in 
activities throughout the school day. If necessary, we 
provide additional support to enable this to happen.  
  

4) How will the curriculum and learning 
environment be matched to my child’s needs? 

The SEND Code of Practice (2014) recognises that ‘Special 
educational provision is underpinned by high quality 
teaching and is compromised by anything less’. At 
Larkholme Primary School our priority is to ensure that all 
children, including children with SEND have access to good 
or outstanding lessons which are appropriately 
differentiated and personalised to meet the needs of 
individual children.  
  
We also recognise that some children will require 
educational provision that is ‘additional to’ or ‘different 
from’ this. To achieve this, we engage in a cyclical four-stage 
process: ‘Assess, Plan, Do and Review’:  
  
- Assess: The class teachers and if necessary the SENDCo or 
professionals from external agencies, assess the needs of 
the individuals.  
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 - Plan: We identify the barriers to learning, intended 
outcomes and plan appropriate support and intervention to 
meet those outcomes.  
  
- Do: We provide appropriate support either within 
the classroom or as part of a targeted intervention 
programme. This could involve the provision of a resource, a 
change in an approach to learning, access to technology or 
working with an adult.  
  
- Review: We evaluate the impact of the support 
provided and consider whether changes to the support 
need to be made.  
  
A small number of children may require specific adaptations 
to the learning environment. Examples include the provision 
of modified equipment, individual workstations, picture 
cards, Sensory equipment (e.g. Sensory stories) etc. Through 
consultations with teachers, TAs, parents, children and 
Headteacher, the SENDCo makes decisions regarding the 
most effective allocation of resources in order to most 
effectively meet the needs of the children with SEND within 
the school.  
 
This includes physical and human resources. Teaching 
Assistants are allocated carefully according to their skills 
and experience, with many Teaching Assistants becoming 
specialised in certain areas such as Speech and Language or 
with certain interventions. See Accessibility report below 
  

5) What kinds of specialist SEND provision does 
your school provide?  

At Larkholme School we have experienced teachers and 
teaching assistants. Together we adopt a caring and 
nurturing environment for all pupils including those with a 
special educational need.  
  
Each year group has access to Teaching Assistants. 
Depending on the needs of individual children some 
children will have access to individual support and small 
group support in addition to quality first teaching during the 
school day.  
 
At Larkholme we recognise the importance of building 
children’s independence as well as ensuring well managed 
and planned support.  
Pupil Passports are written and reviewed each term  
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 and this is the job of the class teacher who discusses new 
targets with teaching assistants, any professionals involved 
with the child, the child and their parents.   
  
The SENDCo monitors and supports the whole process and 
holds meetings with parents where necessary. Independent 
learning is encouraged through differentiated 
work/activities and a variety of different teaching 
techniques.   
  
We also work with many outside agencies. These include: 
Educational Psychology 
SEND Inclusion team 
School Nurse/Doctor 
Speech and Language Therapists 
Occupational therapy 
Physiotherapy 
CAMHS 
 
Depending on the needs of individual children, specialist 
teachers will also provide specialist support and advice.  
  

6) How will Larkholme Primary School support 
my child’s emotional and social development 
and wellbeing?  

For pupils with a medical need Larkholme Primary School 
will work with the necessary medical professionals to 
produce a care plan. If a care plan is required, school staff 
will meet with parents and relevant medical professionals 
to produce the document collaboratively. Any staff member 
who has contact with the child identified within the care 
plan are made aware of the content.  
  
Training on medical needs is provided through first aid 
training. Any extra requirements for specific medical needs 
would also receive training. Many healthcare professionals 
provide support to the school as and when required and the 
School Nurse attends school regularly and offers excellent 
support.  
  
Our Family Learning Mentor runs social skills groups and 
provides some 1:1 support for children with identified needs 
which sometimes act as a barrier to their learning.  She is 
also skilled in dealing with pupils who require emotional 
support. We have a whole school behaviour management 
system which promotes social and emotional development. 
 
In addition, in 2023 a member of staff, Mrs Zac, began 
training to become a Play therapist. A number of children 
access support from her and do this in the school’s new, 
dedicated, Rainbow Room. 
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7) How will Larkholme Primary School involve me 
in supporting my child with SEND?  

At Larkholme Primary School, we recognise the value of 
working in collaboration with parents and carers of children 
with SEND in order to achieve the best outcomes for them. 
As a school, we strive to ensure a high level of 
communication with parents so that you feel well informed 
about what is happening in school and how your child is 
progressing. 
 
 This includes parent consultation evenings, open evenings 
and annual reports. In addition to this universal offer, 
parents of children with SEND are also invited into school 
each term to discuss their child’s Pupil Passport and the 
targets set.  
 
We recognise that transition to a new class can be a 
daunting time for SEND children and their parents. To 
support this, parents are invited into school in the summer 
term to meet with the current and new classteacher to 
discuss any concerns.  
 
 We have an ‘open door policy’ and teachers are always 
happy to meet with parents at a mutually convenient time.  
  
We aim to meet with parents of children with SEND as they 
join our school, either in Reception or in later years. The 
SENDCo may meet with parents of children with SEND to 
review their progress and to make collaborative decisions 
about how to meet their needs.  
  
For children with Education Health Care Plans (EHCPs) 
parents will be invited to attend their Annual Review 
meeting in which children’s progress against their individual 
targets is looked at in detail and decisions about future 
provision is jointly agreed.  
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8) How will Larkholme Primary School involve 
my child in decision making?  

When supporting children with SEND, we aim to talk to our 
children and fully involve them in the process. Class teachers 
and children collaboratively write their Pupil Passports and 
discuss their individual targets and progress with them. As a 
school we recognise the importance of celebrating each 
child’s individual achievements.  
  
For children with an EHCP, we always share their views 
within the Annual Review process. These views may be 
discussed with them before the meeting or if appropriate, 
children join the meetings to share their views.  We use a 
range of practical and visual strategies to support children 
who find it difficult to express their views with words.  
  
Wherever possible, we try to take into account the views, 
wishes and aspirations of our pupils when discussing 
outcomes for the child and approaches to achieve them. 

 

9) Who could be involved in supporting my 
child or our family?  

Headteacher: Ms Claire Gilmour  
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Rebecca Sims 
SENDCo: Mrs Rachel Thompson  
Family Learning Mentor (FLM): Mrs Natalie Mellow  
Trainee Play Therapist: Mrs Lisa Zac 
   
External Agencies:  
We have strong links with a range of education, health and 
social care professionals who can support the process of 
assessment, target setting and ensuring that the needs of 
children with SEND are appropriately met. This includes 
working with:  
  

• The local authority SEND team  
• Educational Psychology 

• Speech and Language Therapy 

• Specialist teachers 

• New Start Counselling service 

• Child and Family Wellbeing Services 

• Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) 

• Paediatric Occupational Therapy 

• Paediatric Physiotherapy Services 

• School Doctor and School Nursing Team 

• Children’s Social care 
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10) How does Larkholme Primary School 
evaluate the effectiveness of provision for 
pupils with Special Educational Needs and 
Disabilities?  

At Larkholme Primary School, we have a robust system of self- 
evaluation in which we evaluate:  
- Outcomes for pupils and Pupil Achievement  
- Behaviour and Safety  
- Leadership and Management - Quality of Teaching.  
 
As part of this process, we evaluate the effectiveness of the 
provision for pupils with Special Educational Needs. The 
SENDCo and SEND governor meet to discuss the provision for 
children with SEND. The Governors also receive regular 
reports.  
  

 

 Each term, the performance data of children with SEND is 
analysed by the SENDCo. Classteachers review their provision 
maps and update progress and impact. In addition, 
interventions are regularly reviewed and monitored to ensure 
that the impact is effective. If it is identified that changes need 
to be made, this is then carried out. 
  

11) How does Larkholme Primary prepare 
children with SEND for joining the school or 
transferring to another school? What are the 
arrangements for supporting children with 
SEND when they move between classes?  

Change can be challenging for all children, particularly children 
with SEND. Therefore, at Larkholme Primary we have lots of 
procedures to support the transition of children with SEND as 
they join our school, move to new classes within the school or 
transfer to new schools.  
  
Joining our school:  
We work closely with preschool settings to support the 
successful transition of all of children as they begin their school 
journey with us in Reception. Our Reception teachers and 
SENDCo visit the children in their preschool setting and the 
children come into school for an induction period. In order to 
support children and families of children with SEND, we also 
offer meetings in the term before the children start school with 
the SENDCo, classteacher, parents, and representatives from 
the preschool setting in addition to any other professionals 
that are supporting the child or family. This ensures that we 
are well informed about the child’s additional needs and can 
plan appropriate provision for when the child starts school.  
  
At this meeting, we can also agree any other strategies that 
could support a successful transition including photo books, 
extra visits to the school and home visits. Depending on 
individual needs, children with SEND may initially come to 
school on a part-time basis but this is individual to each child. 
We liaise closely with parents of children with SEND to develop 
a time-sensitive plan to enable full-time attendance at school.  
  
If a child with SEND is joining Larkholme Primary School part-
way  
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 through their school career, we will arrange for parents to 
meet with the SENDCo and Headteacher to discuss the child’s 
needs. We will also liaise with the child’s previous school to 
discuss strategies and support that have been effective in the 
past. If necessary, we can arrange extra visits to support a 
child’s transition to us.  
  
Moving classes:  
We have a structured transition programme to support 
children as they move between classes or key stages within 
the school. Teachers are given allocated times to meet and 
share information about each child, including effective 
approaches and strategies for meeting the needs of children 
with SEND. All children are given the opportunity to spend a 
time with their new class teacher. Where necessary, children 
with SEND make extra visits to their new classroom, are 
supported by social stories to prepare them for the changes 
ahead and are given photo-books of their new classroom, 
teacher and any other adults that will be supporting them. All 
parents of children with SEND are invited into school in the 
Summer term to meet their child’s current and new class 
teacher and discuss any concerns they may have.  
  
Transferring to a new school:  
Moving on to secondary school can be an exciting but 
daunting time for all children. At Larkholme Primary, we 
ensure that the children are well-prepared for the transition. 
We have good links with the local Secondary Schools 
including special schools within the area.  
For children with EHCPs, the SENDCo from the secondary 
school will be contacted and invited to discuss needs and 
share paperwork with the SENDCo and parents. This gives 
parents the opportunity to find out how the school will be 
able to support a child through the transition and  
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 beyond.   
  
Where necessary, additional support arrangements such as 
extra visits and transition projects can be put in place to 
support a successful transition to secondary education. For 
children with Special Educational Needs and for children 
who are likely to find the transition more challenging the 
SENDCO will arrange an extra visit to the secondary school.  
  
If a child with SEND is moving to a new school before the 
end of Year 6, we ensure that all relevant paperwork is 
forwarded to the receiving school. Our SENDCo will liaise 
with the new SENDCo to ensure that they are well-informed 
of the child’s individual needs.  
  

12) What do I do if I have a concern about the 
provision for my child with SEND?  

At Larkholme Primary School, we are committed to working 
in partnership with parents and carers to meet the needs of 
the children in our school.  
  
If parents have questions or concerns about the provision 
for a child with SEND, in the first instance, we would 
encourage them to contact the child’s class teacher. Should 
they then wish to discuss the concerns further, they could 
contact the SENDCo or Headteacher.  
  
In the unlikely event that a concern is not resolved, then 
please make contact with our Chair of Governors in line 
with our ‘Parental Complaints’ policy and procedure.  

13) Where can I get further information about 
services for my child?  

Lancashire County Council’s Local Offer details support, 
opportunities and services available to children and young 
people their area that have SEND.  
This can be accessed at:  
 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-
families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/ 
 

Lancashire SENDIAS offers support and information for 
parents of children with SEND. Their website can be 
accessed at: 
 
https://lancssendias.org.uk/ 
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