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This is now the end of my first year as your Headteacher at Larkholme - the time has flown by, 
and that is thanks to the family and team ethos we have at our school.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to express how very proud of all our children, and staff, I 
am, as they have demonstrated huge amounts of commitment and tried their very best once 
again during this school year. 
 
Amazing work goes on in our school every single day, some of it has to be tested and 
assessed, but I know at Larkholme we recognise the children for all the fabulous things that 
they do that aren't tested. 

 
 
So, children, as you move up to your new class, or new school, remember how great you all are at lots of different 
things - and I know you will try your very best. As this year ends at Larkholme, I hope you will leave with a whole 
heap of happy memories, smiles and friendships…I know I will. 
 
During the holidays, I have one thing to ask of you – look after each other, play with friends, spend time chilling 
with your family… and laugh until your tummy hurts! You are all amazing and you all make me incredibly proud 
every day to be your Headteacher. 
 
 
I hope that you have a restful and enjoyable summer with your families and look forward to welcoming our team 
back to school on Monday 4th September.  
 
 
Kind regards  
 
Claire Gilmour 
 

Goodbye to Year 6 Leavers 
 
It has been an emotional end to this term as we say goodbye to all our Year 6 leavers, having shared so many great 
memories with you here at Larkholme. We are very proud of the young people you have all grown into. We wish 
you all the success in the future.  

We will miss you all!!! 
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Borwick Hall 
 
We would like to say a huge thank you to Miss Gardner, Mrs Isherwood, Mr Ronson, Mr Austin and Mr Gawthorpe 
for volunteering their time on the Year 6 Borwick Hall trip. We also say a big thank you to staff in school who 
stepped into different roles last week. Without the flexibility and generosity of our staff these wonderful events 
would be unable to take place. And a big thank you too to the children for representing Larkholme so well. 

 
 
 

School Hours 
In line with government expectations, schools should deliver a school week of 32.5 hours. From 
Monday 4th September 2023, school gates will open at 8:40am for registration to take place at 
8:45am.  
Please ensure your child arrives at school on time so as not to miss out on valuable learning. 
We will be monitoring punctuation closely next term.   
 

School Dinners 
Unfortunately, Lancashire County Catering Group have had to increase the prices of school 
meals due to increase food and labour costs. With effect from September, the cost will be 
£2.50 per day, £12.50 per week for children in Year 3 and above. 

There are quite a lot of dinner payments outstanding at the moment so please can you 
make sure that your dinner arrears are paid. If your child has a school meal regularly then their account should be 
in credit rather than building up a negative balance.  
If you are experiencing financial difficulty, please contact school.  
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Congratulations to Jasper and Ollie in Year 1 for both getting 250 jewels this year and earning 
the first reading book vouchers in the school! 
Keep it up boys! 
 

Welcome to Larkholme 
We would like to welcome Mrs Thomspon to our team in September. Mrs Thompson is an 
experienced SENCO and will be supporting us whilst we endeavour to find a permanent 
replacement. She will only be working on a Wednesday. Please contact the office if you 
would like to make an appointment regarding any concerns you have. 
We would also like to welcome Miss Shillito who will be teaching across school from 
September. 

 
 Peanuts 
Please note children should not bring nuts into school as we have a few children with 
allergies. Any exposure to nuts could have serious health implications for these children. 
Thank you for your support. 

No Smoking or Vaping 
We would like to remind parents that smoking or vaping is not allowed on the school grounds, 
and therefore we ask you not to bring vapes onto the school premises. Discarded vapes have 
been found on school premises and this is a health and safety risk to our children.  

Please use the link below to nominate Larkholme Primary School for free book 
tokens to help stock up our school library.  
https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/schools 
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Governor Impact Statement  
Summer Term 2023 Governors’ Whole School Vision. Our vision is to ensure that every child, regardless of their 
starting point, can achieve their full potential. Through their time at Larkholme, we want our children to become 
confident and articulate individuals with a thirst for knowledge and a determination to succeed in all they do. 
Larkholme Primary School believes in our school 3 core values - RESPECT, RESPONSIBILTIY & RESILIENCE  

• In the Summer term the Governing Body have been working hard to ensure that we continue to improve 
and effectively self-evaluate to keep moving forwards. We have completed a Governing Body Self-
Evaluation Audit and we continue to train and improve our skills. We have gained 3 new Governors and 
look forward to their contribution to the Governing Body. 

• Continuing Professional Development (CPD) has been promoted and this should lead to development for 
all members of staff. For some teachers this will be in preparation for them seeking and being appointed to 
the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) roles. 

• Many thanks to all members of staff, on behalf of the Governing Body at Larkholme, for all their dedication 
and hard work during the past school year, not to mention the giving of their time and going that extra 
mile with all the extra curricular activities and school trips that have taken place during the year, for the 
benefit and enrichment of our pupil. 
So once again, a big thank you for all their efforts, greatly appreciated! 

Debbie Atkinson (Chair of Governors) 

  

 
PTFA  
Your PTFA Needs You! Can you spare any time to help out our school PTFA? If the answer is yes 
then we want to hear from you.  
At the end of each year, we inevitably lose members due to children moving onto high school and 
circumstances change. However, we now only have a very small team and this is starting to affect 
what we are able to do with regards to our fund raising events due to their own work/home 

commitments. We know how crazy life can be! You can contact us via the PTFA page on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086426200177 or you can leave your details with the office and 
they will pass them on to us to contact you for the start of the new school year. Please remember, all the money 
raised goes to benefit our children, whether that be providing leavers hoodies, extra money for class provisions, 
subsidising trips etc. If we cannot hold the events we can’t provide these extras. 
 So…… If you can spare just a little time to help us, we would love to welcome you on the team. 
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Attendance 

Yearly 

National attendance data for schools covering academic year to date up to 26th June 2023 

• Attendance rate across all schools = 92.5% 

• Absence rate across all schools = 7.5% 

• Attendance rate for state-funded primary schools = 94% 

• Absence for state-funded primary schools = 6% (4.3% authorised and 1.6% unauthorised) 

• Attendance rate for Larkholme = 94.4% 

• Absence rate for Larkholme = 5.6% (3.7% authorised and 1.9% unauthorised) 

Weekly 

National attendance data for schools in week commencing 26th June 2023 

• Attendance rate across all schools = 90.1% 

• Absence rate across all schools = 9.9% 

• Attendance rate for state-funded primary schools = 91.8% 

• Absence rate for state-funded primary schools = 8.2% (5.6% authorised and 2.6% unauthorised) 

• Attendance rate for Larkholme = 93.4% 

• Absence for Larkholme = 6.6% (4% authorised and 2.6% unauthorised) 

 

Well done Larkholme for having better attendance than the national attendance for this academic year 

to date! 

Compared to this time last year we have improved by 1.5%! 

 
Across the school we have had 23 lates and 369 minutes lost to learning this week. 

This is too much valued learning time being lost. Please ensure your child is in school on time every day.           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Best Attenders 
Well done to classes 5/6O, 5/6I and 2A for having the best attendance 

over the last 2 weeks!! 
 5/6O and 5/6I achieved 100% last week!! 

                                                   Keep up all the good work 
 

Remember that we miss you when you are not in school and we love seeing your smiling faces every day! 
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Diary Dates 
School Closes – Thursday 20th July 2pm 
School Opens – Monday 4th September 8:40am 
Year 4 Camping Trip Thursday 7th September – Friday 8th September 
 
 
Extra-Curricular Clubs 
Glee/Choir (Year 3-6) – Wednesday 3:15pm-4:15pm 
Year 6 Craft Club – Monday lunchtimes.  
Piano Lessons £3 for 15mins – Lunchtimes (Currently full but there is a waiting list) 
 

Future clubs are planned - watch this space. 
Football Team Fixtures (note: these may be subject to change) 

 

Child Places in Each Year  
We have places available in current Reception and current Year 3. There are also a few places available in the new 
intake for Reception 2023. If you know anyone who would like a place for their child at Larkholme, please ask them 
to apply through Lancashire County Council. 

Drowning Prevention - stay safe near water from Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service 
  
When the warm weather hits, please don’t be tempted to cool off in open water - 

• The water is colder than it looks, even on a warm evening 
• This can lead to cold water shock 
• The current is stronger than it looks 
• There are hidden dangers beneath the surface 
• It is likely to be unsupervised 

 If you see someone in trouble in the water: 
• call 999; 
• encourage them not to panic; 
• and, if they can’t stand, float on their back in a starfish shape. 

 Tuesday July 25 is World Drowning Prevention Day. See World Drowning Prevention Day - 25 July (rnli.org) for 
information about the day. To help raise awareness, landmarks across the whole of Lancashire are being lit blue on 
the Tuesday evening. We would love to see your photos of them if you spot any. You can send them to 
- preventionsupport@lancsfirerescue.org.uk 
Take care 
 Lancashire Fire and Rescue Service 

www.lancsfirerescue.org.uk 
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LCC Get Ready For Summer 
 
Click here for the leaflet on how to stay safe this Summer. 
 
 
 

     
 

Tick Awareness 
 
Click here for the leaflet on ticks. 
 
 
  

Wellbeing     
Links to the following posters are on our school website and Facebook page. 
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Online safety  
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Cheap Days Out by Bus  
It's just £2 maximum fare for a single trip 7 
days a week on most Lancs bus services.  
Plus, if you buy a day ticket for Saturday you 
can travel Sunday for free with the 
weekender bus ticket. And don't forget kids 

under 5 travel free. 🚍 
Find out more and get ideas for summer days 

out at Lancashire's museums 👉 
www.lancashire.gov.uk/publictransport  
#LancsSummerFun 
#GetAroundForTwoPound 
 

 
  

Fleetwood Museum 
 
The Trustees of Fleetwood Museum are offering free admission to Fleetwood 
schoolchildren and accompanying adults during the month of August. From Tuesday 
31st to Thursday 31st August this offer applies. The museum is open from 11am to 
4pm Tuesday to Saturday. We ask that accompanying adults please bring proof of 
home address - letter, bill etc to Museum Reception at the start of the visit. 

Holiday Craft sessions will take place in the Museum on Tuesdays and Thursdays 11.00 to 14.00. Please ring 01253 
876621 to book. 
R. Gillingham 
V. Chair of Museum Trust 
 
 
 
  

mailto:office@larkholme.lancs.sch.uk
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/publictransport


Larkholme Primary School 

News Bulletin 
Windermere Avenue, Fleetwood, Lancashire, FY7 8QB. 

t. 01253 874 024 e. office@larkholme.lancs.sch.uk 

 

Thursday 20th July 2023 

   

 

 

 

mailto:office@larkholme.lancs.sch.uk

