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Larkholme’s Own Author

One of our very own teachers is a published author, Mrs Jemma Shillito. She treated us to an assembly to talk

about the process of writing, illustrating and publishing a book — including the costs involved. It was very

informative and the children were fascinated.

Her books will be on display in the library and are available to buy on Amazon. If anyone does buy one and would

like it signing, then you just need to bring it in to school and she will sign it for you.

Mrs Shillito will be doing some book readings during the half term in the following libraries: Tuesday 24th October,

Anchorsholme Library at 10:30am and Thornton library at 2:30pm. Friday 28th October, Fleetwood Library at

10 30am and Ansdell lerary at 2:30pm. FeeI free to go along and have al Ilsten _
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Reminder that the closing date for Secondary School applications is Tuesday 31+

October 2023. Please use the link below. P wou i aeehild siastied

secondary school in September 2024
i . . - and living in Lancashire?
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a- R - e e

school-place/starting-secondary-school/ § B

Safeguarding

For safeguarding reasons, parents should not be entering the playground in the morning. This to keep everybody,
and the school, safe. If you need to speak to your child’s class teacher, please do so at the end of the day or
contact the School Office to make an appointment.
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Car Park

%ﬁﬁq We would like to thank all those parents who have stopped using our school car park to keep
our children safe. It has made a huge difference. Thank you.

Outdoor Learning

The children have really loved their cutdoor learning sessions this term but as the weather is getting wetter
and colder it is really important that we stay dry and warm during our sessions. We are doing our best to
make sure every child has suitable clothing and footwear and we would like to say a big thank you to
everyone who has donated wellies to us.

Please can we ask for any donations of waterproofs (especially waterproof pants) in sizes 11-12 years and 13-

14 years - although any size of waterproofs no longer being used would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you to everyone for your support.

Wefare Vacancy

We currently have a vacancy on our Welfare Team. Please contact the School Office to
apply.
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This week's story looks ot events in.. =+ Sharing News: Talking To Your Child About Local, National And Worlid
Events

News is everywhere. In the digital age, it is no longer possible to control
\ 2 S the news we are exposed to or shield children from upsetting information.
e Having age-appropriate conversations with your child about the news
@ ~ keeps them interested and informed about what’s happening in the
-~ world...and you too!

They move from wanting to know what happens in MY world to what is

happening in THE world and their place in it.
By having regular conversations about the news, you are able to share a whole range of topics and together make
more sense of different events, issues and stories.
Some significant news stories can be frightening, and you will need to consider what your child can cope with and
whether they are developmentally ready to understand certain events. For example, you might decide to listen to
the news rather than watch it as there may be images they might find upsetting.
Talking about the major headlines of the day and current affairs is important for children to grow up as global
citizens but it’s important too to share a variety of fun and exciting news stories from the worlds of sport,
entertainment, music, science, etc. as well as local news closer to home.

What you can do is help to minimise the negative impact it has on your children. You can do this through open and
honest conversations at home, using the tips below:

e |nitiate discussions about the news using the Picture News resources. Ask them what they discussed in Picture
News this week!

* Read and watch some news stories together from different sources.

¢ Find out what your child knows about the news and explore their understanding.
¢ Listen to what your child says and value their opinions.

e Explain simply and in a way that makes sense to them.

* Promote a habit of enquiry and make asking questions your child’s default setting.
¢ Help your child to spot fake news and how to fact-check.

* Develop a news habit by accessing the news regularly.

» Defuse bad news and offer reassurance.

¢ Protect your child from distressing and disturbing news.

¢ Monitor your child’s exposure to the news.

Discussing the news of the day doesn’t have to be formal but can be done naturally and casually in everyday
moments such as on the way to school or when preparing a meal. The important thing is to keep the conversation
going about the news and make it a regular feature of your lives.

By working together, we can help children become critical consumers of the news so that they are ‘news savvy’,
articulate and confident citizens.
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Heads Up — New School Payment System

Over the coming months, we will be gradually introducing a new payment system for parents to replace our
existing Scopay. The system will run alongside the current Teachers 2 Parents messaging system and will go live
after the Easter holidays. We will be working towards providing a smooth transition and keeping you updated on a
regular basis. In the meantime, please continue to use the Scopay payment system until notified otherwise.

Arts and Craft Competition

LARKHOLME PTFA

AUTUMN

We would like to remind everyone that our PTFA are running an
Autumn Arts and Craft Competition.

3 prizes are available to win!

This is a great opportunity for the children to get crafting over the
holidays and bring in their Autumnal creations.

£1 per entry.

COMPETITION

¢ WIN ¢
1st prize: £20 voucher
2 runners up: £10 voucher

Send in to school your best
drawing/colouring in/craft
relating to Autumn

Entries must come with
entry fee to be entered

Venrer as nomny times as yai ike by rach eatey needs £3)
Closing Date:
Friday 3rd November

wihners will be annsunced on
Lackbobme PTFA Facebuok page on 6th Nevember

PTFA

Your PTFA Needs You! Can you spare any time to help out our school PTFA? If the answer is yes
then we want to hear from you.

At the end of each year, we inevitably lose members due to children moving onto high school
and circumstances change. However, we now only have a very small team and this is starting to
affect what we are able to do with regards to our fund-raising events due to their own work/home commitments.
We know how crazy life can be! You can contact us via the PTFA page on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086426200177 or you can leave your details with the office and
they will pass them on to us to contact you for the start of the new school year. Please remember, all the money
raised goes to benefit our children, whether that be providing leavers hoodies, extra money for class provisions,
subsidising trips etc. If we cannot hold the events we can’t provide these extras.

So...... If you can spare just a little time to help us, we would love to welcome you on the team.
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Attendance
Yearly
National attendance data for schools covering academic year to date up to 25" September 2023
e Attendance rate across all schools = 94%
e Absence rate across all schools = 6%
e Attendance rate for state-funded primary schools = 95.4%
e Absence for state-funded primary schools = 4.6%
(3.1% authorised and 1.5% unauthorised)
e Attendance rate for Larkholme = 95.2%
e Absence rate for Larkholme = 4.8%
(3.1% authorised and 1.7% unauthorised)

Well done Larkholme for having better attendance than the national attendance for this academic year to date!

Weekly
National attendance data for schools in week commencing 25" September 2023
e Attendance rate across all schools = 93.1%
e Absence rate across all schools = 6.9%
e Attendance rate for state-funded primary schools = 94.8%
¢ Absence rate for state-funded primary schools = 5.2% (3.7% authorised and 1.4% unauthorised)
e Attendance rate for Larkholme = 93.3%
e Absence for Larkholme = 6.7% (4.5% authorised and 2.2% unauthorised)

Compared to this time last year we have declined by 1.2%! @
Across the school we have had 14 lates and 378 minutes lost to learning this week.
This is too much valued learning time being lost. Please ensure your child is in school on time every day.

Best Attenders
Well done to class 2L and 1S for having the best attendance
over the last 2 weeks!!

Remember that we miss you when you are not in school and we love seeing your smiling
faces every day!
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Diary Dates
School Closes for Half Term — Friday 20" October 3:15pm
School Opens ~ Monday 30" October 8:45am
Flu Nasal Vaccinations — Tuesday 31 October
PTFA Meeting — Tuesday 7" November 3:15pm
Non-Uniform Day for Christmas Raffle Donations — Friday 10" November
Children in Need PJ Day — Friday 17" November
PTFA AGM Meeting — Wednesday 22" November 3:15pm
Christmas Dinner (wear Christmas or Festive jumper with school uniform)- Wednesday 13" December
Pantomime — Thursday 14™" December
Year 4 Christingle — Thursday 14" December 6pm-7pm
Reception Nativity — Monday 18™ December 9:15am-9:45am and 2pm-3pm
Christmas Party Year 5 and 6 — Tuesday 19*" December 1:30pm-3:15pm
Christmas Party Year 3 and 4 — Wednesday 20" December 1:30pm-3:30pm
Christmas Party Reception and Year 1 and 2 — Thursday 21%* December 1:30pm-3:30pm
Christmas Non-Uniform Day Friday 22" December
School Closes — Friday 22" December 2pm
School Opens — Thursday 4*" January 8:45am

Extra-Curricular Clubs

Glee/Choir (Year 3-6) — Tuesday 3:15pm-4pm

Comp Choir (Year 3-6) — Wednesday 3:15pm-4:15pm

Year 5/6 Girls Football Club — Thursday 3:15pm-4:15pm (Currently Full)

Story Craft Workshop (Year 1-2) — Thursday 3:15pm-4:15pm (Currently Full)

Year 1 and 2 Football (Girls and Boys) — Starting Tuesday 7®" November (Info to follow)
Year 5 and 6 Boys Football — Starting Tuesday 7™ November (Info to follow)

Year 1 and 2 Multi Skills — Starting Wednesday 8" November (Info to follow)

Year 3 to 6 Multi Sports — Starting Friday 10™ November (Info to follow)

Future clubs are planned - watch this space.

_Football Team Fixtures (note: these may be subject to change)
To be held at Poolfoot

Wednesday 1%t November vs Breck
Wednesday 10" January vs Chaucer
Wednesday 17" January vs Breck
Wednesday 31* January vs Royles Brook
Wednesday 7" February vs St Wulstan’s
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Child Places in Each Year

We have places available in the following year groups: Reception, Y1, Y4 and Y5. If you know anyone who would
like a place for their child at Larkholme, please ask them to apply through Lancashire County Council.

Wellbeing

National Sleep Helpline

We are sending information about this wonderful free resource that can

help parents and children to learn more about their sleep and develop

better bedtime routines. Sleep is essential to brain function, by helping

children to sleep better, we can help them to succeed in school.

At any given time up to 40% of adults and 50% of children (this rises to 80%
with a SEND diagnosis) have difficulties with their sleep. Yet in a recent more about
survey, almost 60% of adults felt there was a lack of support for sleep issues. , sleep?
Sleep problems can leave people feeling isolated and lonely.

-y Wént to know

03303 530 541

7pm - 9pm
Qam - 11am

Online safety

-~
Whal Parents k Carers Need to ¥now about
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.- FLEETWDOD FESTIVE - . .
"' LIGHTS LANTERN PARADE

eqins ol & 30pm for 5 00 start - Bssemble ot Fisherman's Watk / Rsh Street

parade olong Lord St Norh Aibert St. Esplanade to Morne Hall

. com——

HMS Blackpoot Hlluminated Tram
OLD BOYWS BAND & ROTARY'S SANTA'S SLEIGH
The Grinch s Olaf, Unicycle s Juggling Etves, Fleetwood Royalettes Morris Dancers
] CHRISTMAS CONCERT T
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Festive fun at

S | FLEETWOOD

- MARKET - e M ABKET
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Come and carve a pumpkin I Come along and meet Santa on
- .;‘ his sleigh, complete with reat
to take home for free! reindeer! Plus fun Christmas

Sesstons begin on the hour from 10am with the Craitaiandiyalsaboulisative
1Or e i A .
last session at 2pm, At materials included! characters to interact with.

No need to book but spaces are limited in each
session. Piease arrive on the hour for each
session to avoid disappointment and be aware
that at busy times there may be a wait,

28 October
» 10am to 3pm

Festive Opening Times
Fleetwood Market closes for Christmas on Saturday
23 December and reopans Tuesday 2 January
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