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We have an extremely busy couple of weeks ahead leading up to the end of term. 
Next week, in school, we have the Year 1 and 2 Christmas Sing-a-Long Concert 
with their parents invitied. Also, Year 4 have their Christingle Service for which 
tickets for the adults have been sent home with the children. 
All children who have ordered a school Chistmas dinner will be served this by the 
staff members on Wednesday 13th. Children are allowed to come to school 
wearing a Christmas/festive  jumper with their school uniform. 
Next Friday afternoon (15th) , Year 2 - 6 will visit Rossall Chapel for a festive Sing-a-
Long.  Parents and families are welcome to join us  but please be considerate of 
Rossall School’s requests (see information below). 
In the final week, Reception have their Nativity and the whole school enjoy their 
Christmas parties (see Diary Dates at the end of this newsletter). 

 
As you are aware, the children like to collect cash donations from family members following their Christmas 
performances and at other family school events.  As we are conscious that not everyone carries cash, we have set 
up a payment item on SCOPAY called "Performance Donations" in case you would like to donate on there instead. 
 
 

Rossall Chapel Sing-a-Long 
 
Thank you to all the parents that have offered to walk 
with us to Rossall School. We ask that you wait outside the 
school gates at 12:50pm for the children to leave around 
1pm. 
Rossall have asked that no parents enter the chapel until a 
representative from the school is there and all the 
children are seated. Access is to be via the chapel road 
(South Drive) entrance with cars driving at a maximum of 5mph with their hazard lights on. Parking is available 

outside the chapel. Rossall School is a non-smoking and vaping site. 
A collection will be taken from the congregation on the day as a thank you to Rossall School for allowing us use of 
their stunning chapel. 

 Wyre Council’s Holiday Activity and Food (HAF) Programme for Winter 2023. 
 
HAF codes have been emailed out to all families who are eligible.  
Parents will need to access the Wyre Council website to book your children on the provision, 
please use the following link: www.wyre.gov.uk/holidayclub 
Each child eligible has been allocated one of the unique codes which can then be used to 
attend four sessions on the HAF holiday clubs over the winter holidays. The clubs will take 
place from Tuesday 27th December - Friday 5th January 2024, full details of dates and times 
are available on the Wyre website. 
Each code is unique to your child and is only valid for their allotted sessions. Codes cannot 
be shared or saved for future camps.  
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Staff News 
 
We are sad to share the news that Miss Lea will be leaving the Larkholme family at the end of 
this term.  
She will not be moving very far as she will be joining  Skylarks Nursery and they will be very 
lucky to have her on their team. We wish her all the best in her new position. 
 

We are Hiring!!! 
 
The Governors of Larkholme Primary School are seeking to appoint an enthusiastic 
and highly motivated Teaching Assistant to join our hardworking, caring EYFS team at 
this successful primary school. 
Please click on the link 
https://schooljobs.lancashire.gov.uk/nt_vacancyDetails..  
 

Jewellery 
 
We are seeing an increasing number of children coming into school wearing jewellery. 
For health and safety reasons, please be reminded of the Uniform Policy (as below) in 
regards to jewellery:  
 
EYFS and Year 1 
Must not wear any jewellery, including earrings. 
 
Year 2 – 6 
To avoid accidents and distress caused by loss (accidental or otherwise), we must insist that jewellery is not worn 
in school.  Children may however wear a wristwatch, providing it is not a smart device.  Only small, stud earrings 
are permitted and parents are requested to have their children’s ears pierced at the beginning of the summer 
holiday so that they have healed for the start of the new school year.  Earrings and wrist watches must be removed 
for PE lessons; alternatively, earrings can be covered with surgical tape provided from home. 
 

Sorry You Couldn’t Get Through 
 
It is not always easy for you to speak to us on the phone, especially first thing in the 
morning (when the children are coming in) and at the end of the day (when the 
children are leaving). We may be talking to parents at the office, or dealing with 
children who are arriving late in a morning or who haven’t been collected at the end of 
the day. If you cannot get through on the phone, please be patient and keep trying or 
leave an answer machine message. 
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Message from LCC 
 
We are looking to find out your views on childcare for primary school 
aged children. If you do not currently use childcare before or after 
school, we would still like your feedback. From Sept 2024, the 
government have announced funding for a national wraparound 
childcare programme. This is to enable schools and local providers to set 
up and expand before and after school (wraparound) childcare provision 
and can include private, voluntary and independent organisations, 
schools and childminders. The wraparound childcare can operate on a 
school site or at another setting in the area, term time only. To support 
the delivery of this programme, we need to understand your 
wraparound childcare needs. If you currently use before or after school 
childcare and the opening times do not meet your needs, we would like 
to hear about what could work for you. We would be delighted if you 
could complete the survey by clicking this link 
https://online1.snapsurveys.com/vt082j. The survey should take no 
more than 5 minutes to complete. 

 
 

Heads Up – New School Payment System 
 
Over the coming months, we will be gradually introducing a new payment system for parents to replace our 
existing Scopay. The system will run alongside the current Teachers 2 Parents messaging system and will go live 
after the Easter holidays. We will be working towards providing a smooth transition and keeping you updated on a 
regular basis. In the meantime, please continue to use the Scopay payment system until notified otherwise. 
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PTFA  
 
Your PTFA Needs You! Can you spare any time to help out our 
school PTFA? If the answer is yes then we want to hear from you.  
At the end of each year, we inevitably lose members due to 
children moving onto high school and circumstances change. 
However, we now only have a very small team and this is starting 
to affect what we are able to do with regards to our fund-raising 
events due to their own work/home commitments. We know 
how crazy life can be! You can contact us via the PTFA page on 
Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100086426200177 
or you can leave your details with the office and they will pass 
them on to us to contact you for the start of the new school 
year. Please remember, all the money raised goes to benefit our 
children, whether that be providing leavers hoodies, extra 
money for class provisions, subsidising trips etc. If we cannot 

hold the events we can’t provide these extras. 
 So…… If you can spare just a little time to help us, we would love to welcome you on the team. 

 

Attendance 

Yearly 

National attendance data for schools covering academic year to date up to 20th November 2023 

• Attendance rate across all schools = 93.6% 

• Absence rate across all schools = 6.4% 

• Attendance rate for state-funded primary schools = 95.1% 

• Absence for state-funded primary schools = 4.9% 

(3.5% authorised and 1.4% unauthorised) 

• Attendance rate for Larkholme = 94.5% 

• Absence rate for Larkholme = 5.5% 

(3.7% authorised and 1.7% unauthorised) 

Well done Larkholme for having better attendance than the national attendance for this academic year to date! 

😊 

Weekly 

National attendance data for schools in week commencing 6th November 2023 

• Attendance rate across all schools = 93.0% 

• Absence rate across all schools = 7.0% 

• Attendance rate for state-funded primary schools = 94.4% 
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• Absence rate for state-funded primary schools = 5.6% (4.4% authorised and 1.2% unauthorised) 

• Attendance rate for Larkholme = 93.8% 

• Absence for Larkholme = 6.2% (4.3% authorised and 1.3% unauthorised) 

Compared to this time last year we have improved by 0.2%!  
Across the school we have had 21 lates and 635 minutes lost to learning this week. 

This is 395 minutes more than last week!  

This is too much valued learning time being lost. Please ensure your child is in school on time every day. ☹         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

Best Attenders 
Well done to class 5/6R and 3/4I for having the best attendance 

over the last 2 weeks!! 
 

Remember that we miss you when you are not in school and we love seeing your smiling 

faces every day! 

 

Diary Dates 
 
Christmas Dinner (wear Christmas or festive jumper with school uniform)– Wednesday 13th December  
Pantomime – Thursday 14th December 
Year 1 and 2 Christmas Sing-a-Long Concert – Wednesday 13th December 2:30pm 
Year 4 Christingle – Thursday 14th December 6pm-7pm 
Rossall School Sing-a-Long (Years 2-6) – Friday 15th December 1:30pm 
Reception Nativity – Monday 18th December 9:30am-9:45am and 2pm-3pm 
Christmas Party Year 5 and 6 – Tuesday 19th December 1:30pm-3:15pm (Children can come to school wearing their 
party clothes) 
Christmas Party Year 3 and 4 – Wednesday 20th December 1:30pm-3:30pm (Children can come to school wearing 
their party clothes) 
Christmas Party Reception, Year 1 and 2 – Thursday 21st December 1:30pm-3:30pm (Children can come to school 
wearing their party clothes) 
Christmas Non-Uniform Day Friday 22nd December 
School Closes – Friday 22nd December 2pm 
School Opens – Thursday 4th January 8:45am 
                                                                                 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 
 
Glee/Choir (Year 3-6) – Tuesday 3:15pm-4pm 
Comp Choir (Year 3-6) – Wednesday 3:15pm-4:15pm 
Year 5/6 Girls Football Club – Thursday 3:15pm-4:15pm (Currently Full). Last session Thursday 14th December  
Story Craft Workshop (Year 1-2) – Thursday 3:15pm-4:15pm (Currently Full). Last session Thursday 14th December 
Year 5 and 6 Boys Football – Tuesday 3:15pm-4:15pm. Last session Tuesday 12th December 
Future clubs are planned – watch this space. 
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Football Team Fixtures (note: these may be subject to change) 
To be held at Poolfoot 
Wednesday 10th January vs Chaucer  
Wednesday 17th January vs Breck 
Wednesday 31st January vs Royles Brook 
Wednesday 7th February vs St Wulstan’s 

 

Child Places in Each Year  
 
We have places available in the following year groups: Reception, Y1, Y4 and Y5. If you know anyone who would 
like a place for their child at Larkholme, please ask them to apply through Lancashire County Council. 
 

Online safety  
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