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Welcome back! We hope you all had a lovely break and are 
feeling refreshed for the term ahead. There’s plenty to look 
forward to over the coming weeks.  

Break the Rules Day smashed expectations, bringing in £614! As 
you know, all our events are to raise funds that ultimately benefit 
all the children during their time at Larkholme.  

We would also like to thank Tesco for the wonderful array of 
Halloween decorations kindly donated via Kelsey and Danny (parents of Lexi in Year 1). We have them all 
stored for next Halloween and intend to make good use of them so once again we thank you for your 
amazing generosity! 

We are giving the children the option to dress up as a book 
character or make a prop to bring in for their favourite book 
character. We will be immersing ourselves in reading activities 
throughout the day. 

Let’s ‘Go All In’ for reading at Larkholme. 

Together, let’s celebrate what makes reading truly magical: its unique power to 
open doors to anything that sparks your curiosity, no matter where your 

interests lie. Whether it’s sports, music, history, video games… pick up a book 
about it today. 

https://www.worldbookday.com/families/ 

Parents’ Evening Thanks 

Thank you so much to all the parents and carers who attended Parents’ 
Evening before half term. It was wonderful to see so many happy, smiling 
faces around the school and to have the opportunity to celebrate the 
children’s learning together. 

We truly appreciate all the positive feedback you shared with our staff — it 
means a great deal to the whole team. Most importantly, your support makes a real difference to the 
children. They thrive when home and school work in partnership, and it was clear to see how proud they 
were to share their achievements with you. Thank you for your continued support. 

https://www.worldbookday.com/families/
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Chocolate Bingo 

This year’s Chocolate Bingo will be on Thursday 26th March 2026 from 6pm until 7.30pm. As always, 
we would like to ask for the following donations where possible, for us to create the prizes for the event.  

Apple, Ash, Beech  Bars/Bags of Chocolate  

Cedar, Hazel, Juniper  Easter Cakes/Easter Treats  

Maple, Oak, Pine  Boxes/Bags of Chocolate  

Rowan, Sycamore  Easter Eggs 

If you would rather donate £1 towards the event instead of chocolate, that would also be greatly 
appreciated.  

Children bringing in chocolate or £1 donation will be in exchange for a Non-Uniform Day on Friday 13th 
March. 

The above is a guide only, to allow us to have a range of different chocolates to make up the prizes, however 
any donation is always greatly appreciated in these times.  

Entry tickets for the event will go on sale from Monday 2nd March. They are £2 each and the price includes 
your entry to the event and a free bingo game book, which will be exchanged for your ticket as you arrive – 
so please bring your tickets with you! Additional game books can be bought at the event for £1 
per extra game book. BRING YOUR OWN DABBERS/PENS!  

As always, due to space, ticket numbers are limited. No entry tickets will be available on 
the night and each member present must have their own ticket to attend the event. Staff on the door will be 
given a list of all who have bought tickets for the event just in case. To allow more families to enjoy the event, 
we will limit the number of tickets to 6 per family. Send your money in a NAMED ENVELOPE and we will get 
your tickets back to you via your child in their reading folder bags as soon as we can.  

PLEASE BE QUICK TO SEND IN YOUR MONEY AS WE SELL ON A FIRST COME 
FIRST SERVED BASIS AND THEY GO QUICK!  

Thank you in advance. We look forward to seeing you there! Larkholme PALS  
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Price Increase and New Lunch Menu 

Due to an increase in food and labour costs, 
Lancashire County Catering Group have unfortunately 
had to increase the prices of school meals. With effect 
from Monday 13th April, the cost will be £3.00 per 
day, £15.00 per week for children in Year 3 and above. 
There are quite a lot of dinner payments outstanding 
at the moment so please make sure that your dinner 
arrears are paid. If your child has a school meal 
regularly then their account should be in credit rather 
than building up a negative balance. If you are 
experiencing financial difficulty, please contact school.  

There will also be a new lunch menu after the Easter break. I’m sure the new menu will be a hit with the 
children as there are some great choices. A copy will be emailed out to parents/carers next week.  

Communication Policy 

We know how important good communication is for our families, and we want to make sure you always 
feel informed and supported when you get in touch with us. While we will always try to respond as soon as 
possible, all messages will be managed within our agreed timeframes so that communication remains 
consistent, fair and manageable for everyone. As outlined in our Communication Policy, staff will aim to 
arrange requested meetings within 5 school days and respond to emails within 3 school days. Telephone 
queries that require a response will be returned within 3 working days. Please note that staff respond 
during their working hours only, and part-time staff may take a little longer as they are only expected to 
reply on the days they work. 

These timeframes exist because, in addition to teaching, our staff also supervise children, lead 
extra-curricular activities, attend pastoral and safeguarding meetings, contribute to curriculum 
development and support the wider work of the school. Setting clear, realistic timeframes ensures that 
every family receives a thoughtful, supportive and well-considered reply rather than a rushed response. 

Thank you for your continued support and for helping us keep communication positive, respectful and 
effective across our school community. 
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Pastoral Drop In Sessions 

Starting on Friday 6th March from 8.50am until 9.30am we are pleased to offer Pastoral Drop In Sessions 
with Mrs Sims and Mrs Zak. This will give parents and carers a friendly and informal space to chat with our 
pastoral team, share any concerns, or seek support to help their child flourish. 

 

Attendance, Absences and Medical Appointments 

 
Parents and carers have a legal duty to ensure that their children attend 
school regularly. As our attendance policy states, all absences and 
appointments need to be reported to the school by 9.15am on the first 
day of absence. If your child is absent and we have not heard from you, 
we will telephone you on the first day of absence to find out what the 
reason is and when your child is expected to return. If we are unable to 
contact you, we will approach your emergency contacts and, if 
necessary, make a home visit. Please note that such home visits may be 
unannounced. Any future absences need a leave of absence form filling 
in which is available from the School Office.  
 
The national target for attendance is 96%. As part of Larkholme’s statutory duty towards monitoring 
attendance it has come to our attention that 148 children in the school are below this target rate.  
 
If a child’s attendance rate is below 90%, they are considered as Persistent Absenteeism. A pupil becomes a 

‘persistent absentee’ when they miss 10% or more schooling across the school year for whatever reason. All 

PA cases are also automatically made known to the Local Authority Attendance Team. 

Regular attendance and being in school every day really does make a difference for your child. It helps 

them keep up with their learning and feel good about what they’re doing. 
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Free School Meals and Vouchers 

 

Your child may be eligible for free school meals, holiday club and food vouchers 

during the school holidays if you receive certain benefits. Please follow the link 

or call the school office for more information.  
 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-
meals/ 

 

 
Best Attenders 

 
Well done to class Ash for having the best attendance this week!! 

Remember that we miss you when you are not in school and we love 

seeing your smiling faces every day. 

 

Across the school we have had 24 children late and 181 minutes lost of learning this week.  

 

Child Places in Each Year 

 
We have places available in the following current year groups: Reception, 
Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4 and Y6. If you know anyone who would like a place for their 
child at Larkholme, please ask them to apply through Lancashire County 

Council. 

Diary Dates 
Lancashire Sings, Blackpool Winter Gardens – Tuesday 3rd March 
World Book Day – Thursday 5th March 
Chocolate Bingo Non-Uniform Day – Friday 13th March 
World Maths Day – Thursday 26th March 
Year 1&2 Spring Assembly - Thursday 26th March 2.30pm – 3pm – Parents Welcome 
Year 3 Easter Assembly – Monday 30th March 2.30pm – 3pm – Parents Welcome 
 
School closes for Easter half term – Tuesday 31st March at 2pm 
School re-opens – Monday 13th April at 8:40am 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/
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Extra-Curricular Clubs 
Year 4,5 & 6 Cheerleading – Monday - 3:15pm – 4:15pm - currently full 
Year 3 Times Table Club – Tuesday 3:15pm – 4:15pm – places available 
Comp Choir - Wednesday - 3:15pm – 4:15pm - currently full  
KS1 Multi Skills Club – Thursday - 3:15pm – 4:15pm - currently full 
Year 1 Phonics Booster Club – Thursday and Friday mornings 
Year 5&6 Basketball – Friday - 3:15pm – 4:15pm - currently full 
Inside Out – Friday - 3:15pm – 4:15pm - currently full 
 
Future Clubs Planned 
EYFS and KS1 Craft Club 
Year 5&6 Tennis Club  
Year 5&6 Netball 
 
Previous Clubs 
KS1 Construction Club 
Year 5 Retro Club 
KS2 Dodgeball 
Year 5&6 Netball 
Year 5&6 Girls Football  
Year 4 Karaoke Club 
Year 3&4 Running Club 
Mad Science 
KS2 Multi Sports Club 
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Information and things to do 
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